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Assignment 1
a. What are the dimensions of children’s poverty in your country?

First of all we will explain the meaning of poverty and social exclusion.

While some authors say there is hardly any difference between poverty and social exclusion, others argue that the two concepts differ fundamentally from each other. 

We will use the following definitions:
Poverty: 

The European Union employs a definition of relative poverty in which “the poor” are defined as those whose resources (material, cultural and social) are so limited that they are excluded from the minimum acceptable way of life in the member states in which they live. This definition includes cultural and social domains, so it  is increasingly recognized that material resources, or rather the lack of it, reflect just one important dimension of poverty.

Single people who earn less than 870 euro a month are considerd be ‘poor’. For couples with two children the limit is 1640 euro’s a month.  In 2005 662.000 families were considered poor. This is 10% of all households.  
Social Exclusion:

Shortly said, social exclusion means social deprivation in all domains. According to the Social and Cultural Planning office of the Netherlands social exclusion can be divided into four dimensions:
1. Material deprivation: not so much a low income, but concrete material problems like debts.

2. Insufficient access to social rights, in the domain of education, healthcare, safety and housing. 

3. Insufficient social participation: a lack of social support.

4. Insufficient normative integration: insufficient living up to norms and values and breaking the law, making abuse of social security. 

b. How is it associated with immigration, minorities, disabilities, etc?

There are several risk factors which increase the chance of being socially excluded. The factor general health shows by far the strongest correlation with being socially excluded. Other factors are low income, receiving a benefit, living in a single-parent family, poor command of the Dutch language, a low education level and belonging to an ethnic minority. 
The general health situation is found to have the strongest direct effect: social

exclusion rises considerably when people are in poor health. Income takes second

place, followed by being in receipt of unemployment, social assistance or disability

benefit and having a poor command of the Dutch language. 
The relationship between belonging to an ethnic minority and being socially excluded is indirect. Non-Western immigrants are more excluded because they have many risk characteristics, not because of their ethnic origin. This implies for example that an immigrant from Morocco is no more excluded than a native Dutch person if other characteristics (level of education, age, income, health et cetera) are held constant.
Single-parenthood also has a substantial direct effect, but its indirect effect, via income, is almost as great, given that single-parent families often have a low income.
c. Is “social exclusion” a social/political issue in your country? Are politicians and the public concerned about it? Is children’s poverty a social/political issue in your country? What are policy measures taken by your country?
Social exlcusion.

Social exclusion is a hot topic in the Netherlands. The Dutch policy is directed to a number of main targets. The first one is increasing social participation. The government tries to do this by tackling youth unemployment, increasing the participation of women from ethnic minority groups and providing childcare. 
The second target is guaranteeing a minimum income for people who aren’t able to provide in livelihood independently. 

The third target is to promote the access to facilities in the domain of housing, education, healthcare and integration. For example the government tries to make healthcare more accessible by making it income dependent. This means that people with a lower income pay less for their insurance than people with a higher income. 
Also, immigrants are obliged to take lessons in Dutch culture and language. This way their chances on being socially excluded are smaller. 
Target four is about improving the position of the most vulnerable by the collaboration of institutions, like child protection services, schools and youth care. In this way children and their parents can be helped adequately and on time. 
The fifth and last target is stimulating an active and solid collaboration between all the people involved in the fight against poverty and social exclusion. For example you might think of a policy to tackle the problems in large cities. 

Although the government is very concerned about poverty and social exclusion, the public doesn’t seem to realize how large the problem is. People have the idea that the Netherlands is a wealthy country with enough facilities to prevent people getting poor. 

Children’s poverty.
The Dutch government does take children’s poverty in consideration; last year the government assigned the Social and Cultural Planning office to conduct research about children’s poverty and social exclusion. But there is a lot more research needed for example about the questions:
· What are the long term consequences of poverty and social exclusion during childhood? 

· Is poverty concentrated with children who have certain characteristics?

e. What are the main consequences of poverty to children and families?

 Because of financial reasons families can’t always fulfil the important needs of children. More than 50% of the single parent families don’t have enough money to go on a holiday one week a year and 17% can’t afford to put a hot meal on the table every day. One out of three single parent families doesn’t have an internet connection. 
Also, low income families have more trouble to let their children participate in sports, unions, etc. and 41% of the low income families aren’t able to buy new clothes for their children on a regular basis. 

About one out of three children from low income families admit that they have been bullied in the past month. It’s possible that this has an effect on the degree of social exclusion on a later age, in particular in the dimension social participation. 
Assignment 2: Children and Poverty

Since the formation of a new government in 2006, there has been much regard towards children and poverty and the exclusion of children. Off course this theme always has been an important issue of modern society in the Netherlands.

Since 2006 the focus of the government has been to identify the problems concerning children and youth. They government even formed a new ministry: the ministry for youth and family. 

A lot of research has been done and we are happy to report that with this research there has been made significant progress in the protection and supporting of children. We now know what the problems are and what should happen to solve them. 

Spending more money

Off course solving problems does not come cheap. Recent plans show that the Dutch government is planning on investing extra into childcare, child well-being and education. All of these factors contribute to a better policy towards solving problems some children may encounter in their lives. 

In the Dutch government argues that fighting child poverty can best start at the base of the child’s environment, which of course is the family, more specific their parents. In the Netherlands, every family with children receives child support. We do have to note that only children who are under 18 are eligible for receiving child support. This means that everyone receives an amount of money per 3 months to care for their child.

In the beginning of 2008, a new initiative was started. This initiative resembles the normal child support, but is only meant for parents with low annual incomes. So this initiative is solely for families that have to make it on a tight budget.     

We can’t argue that investing into our children, who are in fact the future, is a negative development. But we should be aware of the possibility that some parents do not use the extra funds they receive for childcare, but spend it on their own needs. We admit it’s the thought that counts, but the government should also try to monitor how the money they give is spent.   

Reducing School dropout project

Recent developments show that the dropout of children in High school, especially in urban area’s with a high grade of low-educated people. The Dutch government doesn’t consider this development to be beneficial for the Dutch Society. They are planning on monitoring students more closely and to provide better guidance in order to keep these children in school as long as possible. 

The government wants to prevent drop-out by monitoring school attendance and intervene when school attendance shows that a student has a very high absence record. 

School councilors have a special task in this reporting process. It’s their duty to report school absence of students to the local government so they can intervene early by providing special council for these problem-students. Even if these children do drop out, the local government can provide these children support for entering the labor market.

This is a good thing because most of these students do not have a proper role model at home. Their parents won’t or can’t provide their children with sufficient guidance in order to have educational success or occupational success. These sort of families tend to slip into a vicious circle which can’t be broken because of lack of incentive to accomplish a proper education or job. The Dutch government can provide support for these students so they can achieve more in school and break the vicious circle. Education is one of the highest appreciated values in Dutch society, so this initiative of the Dutch government is rather crucial in changing peoples view on education and consequently reducing early school dropout.     

Examples of investments into other areas are child-supporting agencies like youth-centers and youth counseling agencies. With these extra funds the government tries to make them more able to educate their personal better and to report and react to deviant child-behavior faster and more efficient.

Brede scholen
An example of a government initiative that is focused on children with less opportunity to succeed in society, is ‘De brede school’ (broad school). These are schools which have an important and central role in (problem) neighborhoods. These neighborhoods are often located in the major cities of the Netherlands where ethnic minorities are highly concentrated. These are areas where children are in most danger to drop below the poverty line. These schools feel responsible for their students and want to be more than just an institution for education. These schools design special after school programs to protect children from hanging around on the street and falling into criminal activities and educate them on more important social issues. An example of activities are dancing workshops, cooking lessons, arts and music. An important goal of these kinds of programs is to make school a nice and safe place for children to go to and not just an obligation. The school that participates in the ‘Brede scholen’ project receives extra funds from the national government as well as the local government. Children can participate the program for free so that there are no barriers to enter.

These school also keep very tight relations with other institutions like Childcare, Social service, community centers ect. This makes it possible signaling problems and act faster en more efficient on them. 

Community centers in Tilburg want to play a prominent role in providing social support for children that are in risk of being excluded from society. This means   creating equal opportunities for children that under the circumstances they are in would have not. An example is providing education in the Dutch language, especially for children with a foreign background. Often they fall behind in school because of lack of knowledge of the language. These centers provide education to counter this development and improve cohesion in the neighborhood.  

Assignment 3
Before you can state that membership of the European Union is beneficial towards social inclusion, it’s important to consider the standard of social inclusion in the country itself. 

The European Union of course is involved in improving social conditions and social inclusion in its territory. There are anti-discriminatory laws which also state that there can be no exclusion based on race, ethnicity and belief. 

We would argue that these laws are beneficial because it helps people remember the importance of integration in a society. A society can flourish when the inhabitants work together. 

Even though many European countries did their best to stimulate integration, the conclusion remains that the policy is not effective enough. That is why many nations are beginning to understand the importance of involvement of the European Union. If nations are more alike in their policies, it’s easier to work together on these fields. 

Many activities are taken to stimulate and regulate integration in the European Union. Examples are European Employment Strategy, which is an initiative of the European Union to maximize output on jobs, and the efforts to regulate immigration. These are important issues to consider if the goal is a well organized union.

To be part of something bigger is always a benefit because it enables you to work on things you can’t manage on your own. The conclusion of this piece is that it is beneficial to be a member of the European Union. Not only because it enables us to improve social inclusion, but on many subjects.     

Of course it would be naïve to think that laws passed by the European parliament would mean that people would think different about certain subjects, still it’s a good thing that the issue is brought under the attention of people. If people are aware of the problem, they will react to it and try to make things better. And even if it doesn’t work, it still can’t do any harm.    

� Van der Hoek, Tamara (2005), ‘Through Children’s Eyes: An Initial Study of Children’s


Personal Experiences and Coping Strategies Growing Up Poor in an Affluent Netherlands’.


Innocenti Working Paper No. 2005-05. Florence, UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre.


� SCP, Sociale Uitsluiting 2003.





